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and Trans-Urals, and least in the forested north and the
dry south. In the autonomous republics mentioned above
the majority of the population is rural. In the industrial
areas there is a high urban concentration, which reaches
45 per cent, in the Sverdlovsk and 37 per cent, in the Chel-
yabinsk districts. Rapid industrial expansion has resulted in
the quick growth of the towns. Sverdlovsk, with 425,544 in-
habitants, is four times larger than it was in 1917. It is
situated at the junction of seven railway-lines and is an
important airport. Magnitogorsk was a village of some sooo_
inhabitants not many years ago. To-day it has a population
of 146,000. Chelyabinsk, situated at the intersection of
important railway routes, has a population of almost 300,000.
Perm has 255,000 inhabitants.
Other towns which have shown remarkably rapid growth
are Ufa (245,863), Izhevsk, in the Udmurt Republic (175,740),
Zlatoust (99,272), Ishim (145,870), Berezniki (63,575), while
there are a number of industrial centres with populations of
50,000 or more.
The growth of industry and population in the Urals is of the
greatest strategic importance to the U.S.S.R., since it has
provided an "industrial base" well away from the frontiers
and hence not liable to attack in time of war.
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